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IN CE her Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, 

the Reputation of the Exgliſßb Arms by Land is 

advanced to ſo high a Pitch in the World, by the 

Conduct of her wiſe and brave Generals, who have 

revived the old Engliſb way of Fighting; that there ſeems 

to be nothing wanting to compleat our Military Glory, and 

to make it equal to that of the Greets and Romans, but a 

Rectification of thoſe things, which have hitherto obſtruct- ' 

ed our being equally Glorious in our Naval  Atchieve- 

ments, for which our Situation, Genius, and Materials 

give us the Advantage over all the People of the World. 
Therefore, Sir, in order to retrieve our Honour that 

way as effectually as we have done the Honour of our 

Arms by Land, I preſume to ſollicite your Advice, whom 

I know to be a Perſon of conſummate Experience in thoſe 


Matters, and of unqueſtionable Zeal and Affection for your 
Queen and Country. The occaſion of my giving you the 
Trouble is this: Some worthy Gentlemen of our Houſe 
have under Conſideration, how to Man our Fleet with leſs 
Trouble and Inconvenience than has been done ſince the 
Year 1669. As to which our moſt ſenſible Members are at 
ſome loſs, conſidering that the Methods taken for this 
End ſince that Period have moſt of them provedun effectual, 
and particularly that the barbarous Method of Preſſing 
has been as far from anſwering the End as it is . 
Illegal, and inconſiſtent with the Liberty of the Subject, 
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upon which we in England have always valued our ſelves? 
- Beſides, it is no inconſiderable Objection to this Method, 
that it expoſes us, of Revolution Principles, to the Re- 
proach of thoſe who are Enemies to our Conſtitution. 
An Inſtance of which be pleaſed to take, as follows. 
Being the other Day at the Water-ſide, I ſaw a Preſs- 
Gang hauling and dragging a Man in a moſt barbarous man- 
ner, in order to ſend him on Board a Preſs-ketch. When 
I came up, I found him to be a Citizen of Subſtance, and 
interpos'd in his behalf; for which the inhumane Crew 
threatn d to hey me in pieces with their Cutlaces, and had 
certainly done it, but that a Gentleman of my Acquain- 
tance ſtept in, and told them 1 was a Parliament- Man. 
Being thus happily reſcued, my Friend and | retir'd a lit- 
tle from the Crowd; and while we were diſcourſing upon 
the Subject, and bewailing that free-born Engliſhmen ſhould 
be thus treated like Slaves, a Non-jurant Parſon, and 
one of his high-flying Diſciples who knew us, accoſted us 
thus, with all the bitterneſs that their Reſentments againſt 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment could ſuggeſt. Ha! Gentlemen, 
this is one of the Fruits of your Revolution, wherein 
your Managers outdo the Barbarity of Oliver, and the 
other Ulurpers; and we muſt tell you Gentlemen, that 
ou Revolutioners are but mere bunglers at Rebellion 
n compariſon of them, for they ordered their matters 
ſo that they were fear'd and dreaded Abroad, and became 
pular at Home; and had they not fallen out among 
themſelves after Oliver's Death, we had never been bleſſed 
with the happy Reſtauration; but the Conduct of your 
Party is ſuch, that of its own nature it muſt bring about 
another of the like ſort. 1 was about to reply, that the 
Reyolution was not to blame for the Inſtance they up. 
braided us with, ſince it was directly contrary to the Prin- 
ciples of it: but they ſatisfy'd themſelves with having thus 
vented their Malice, and immediately march'd off, 

But to return to my Subject, I am heartily ſorry that 
notwithſtanding thoſe Acts of Violence, and that Arbitrary 
Method of manning our Fleet, it is ſeldom or never man- 
ned ſo well and fo ſeaſonably as it ought to be: and when 
any one enquires why our Naval Preparations * 

wer 
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ſwer the End they are defign'd for, nor the Charge of the 


Nation about them; the common Anſwer is, That they 
cannot get Men, and it is every Year worſe and worſe in 
this reſpect. Therefore, Sir, 1 am of opinion that there's 
ſome other method to- be taken for redreſling that Grie- 
vance, which has not been hit upon ſince the Reſtauration : 


for it's evident we don't want Men in the Kingdom, that 


are fit, and would be willing to ſerve their Conntry as 
chearfully by Sea.as our Souldiers do by Land, Were the 


Affairs of the Fleet as well manag'd as thoſe of our Army, 


we might have our Navy in as good Seaſon at Sea, as we 
have had our Armys in the Field, by which we have pre- 
vented the French, and had the advantage of them in this 


Reign, as they had the Advantage of us for the moſt part 
in the laſt. | 


I muſt then beg ol you to help us with your Advice 


in a matter of ſo great Concern, not only to England, but 
to the whole Confederacy : and in order to this | take 
the Liberty to put you in mind of ſome Diſcourſes we 
have had together about the Method of breeding and ma- 


naging Seamen in the Parliament-times, when you had 
the Command of a Ship. I remember particularly you 


told me that in 1632. you were bound Apprentice to a 
Captain that uſed the Turkey Trade, that when your 
time was out, and you had gone two or three Voyages 


s a Commander for your ſelf, you had a Captain's Com- 
— to ſerve the Parliament by Land, as had ſeveral 


others, among whom were Bourn and Dean, who were af- 
terwards Admirals; and that you were at laſt made Cap- 


| tain of a Man of War, and ſerved your Country in that 


Station till a Year or two after Oliver's Death, when mat- 


ters falling into Diſorder, you threw up your Com- 
miſſion, and return'd again to the Merchants Service. I 
have heard many things trom you relating to. the manage- 
ment of our Fleet in thoſe Days, which I am confident 
might be ſerviceable now, it you would be at the pains to 
recollect and ſet them down in writing, 

do further remember your frequent Complaints, how 
the altering of thoſe meaſures in King Charles II. Reign, 


when our Parliaments as well as Courts being engaged in 


an 
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an Intereſt oppoſite to that of their Country, by Bribes, 
Penſions,' and Places, contributed to raiſe France to that 
formidable Height ſhe ſince arriv'd to: by this means it was 
that we were brought to join with that ambitious Prince in 

- a War againſt the Dutch, and were made deaf to the earneſt 
Sollicitations of the Spaniards, Germans, and Hollanders to. 
engage with them in a War againſt Fance, tho the Spaniards 
made us very advantageous Proffers; particularly, that they 
would for ever prohibit all French Manufactures and Product 
from coming into their Dominions in Europe or America, 
and offer'd us the beneficial Trade of ſupplying them with 
what of our Product they wanted in both. The refuſal of 
this made the Duke of Bergamonero the Spaniſh Embaſſador, 
reflect upon our then Court in the ſevereſt Terms, while he 
ſpoke with the greateſt Honour of our Nation, who contri- 
buted largely towards a War with France, but were fru- 
ſtrated of their Deſign, and cheated of their Mony by the 
Managers of that Time, But this was not all, the French 
became ſo inſolent as to rob us of our New. found - Land 
Fiſhery, to inſult our Ships in our own Seas, on pretence of 
want of Paſſes, and carried ſome Scores of them into 
France, tho they had ſuch Paſſports as our Court did then 
1gnominioully ſubmit to. | * 0 | 
In this manner was France ſuffer*d to aggrandize her Na- 
val Power, without any remarkable Controul from us till the 
late happy Revolution, ſince which we have felt the diſmal 
Effects of it, and have ſeen that Monarth in a Condition to 
outbrave us and the Dutch both at Sea, But now, Sir, we 
have reaſon to hope that the miſchievous Practices of that 
Luxurious Reign are the juſt Abhorrence of this, tho we 
have not yet been ſo happy as to fall upon proper Methods 
compleatly to retrieve the Glory of our Naval Arms: And 
ſince we are now in Alliance with the Houſe of Auſtria, and 
nave advantageous Articles for making our ſelves capable 
of enlarging our Trade in the Spaniſh Weſt» Indies, I hope 
you will freely impart your Mind on the SubjeR deſir'd, ſince 
nothing can be more acceptable to Court gad Country: an 
Advantage we could net promiſe our ſelves in fome of the 
late Reigns, when you and J were forc'd to whiſper our 
Complaints abont the Decay of our Shipping and Trade, 


and 
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| and our inglorious Loſs of the Dominion of the Seas. 
Nor can you have forgot, that even ſince the Revolu- 
tion you and I have frequently bewaiPd the Nation's dis- 
appointment in having thoſe things redreſs'd ; becauſe ſome 
who were then in the Management, deſign'd their own In- 
tereſt more than that of the Country, which occaſion'd a 
bungling War, that concluded (to ſpeak in the ſofteſt Terms 
the matter will allow of) in a defective Peace. 

We are now, Sir, bleſt with a Reign, when our Houſe of 
Commons is not managed with a proſpect of Penſions and 
Places, ſplit and divided to procure Votes for carrying on 
the Deſigns of factious and covetous Miniſters: And there- 
fore it's to be hoped, that a Naval War, which as it ſutes 
our Genius beſt, is alſo moſt for our Advantage, will be 

fully encourag'd in order to a ſpeedy Reduction of France, 
and to the Recovery and Enlargement of our Weſt- India 

Plantations and Trade. I beg your Anſwer, Sir, with all 
poſſible ſpeed. Feb. 12. 1705. nee 


S I R, 2 0 : 
Have receiv'd yours, and tho I have no Opinion of my 
1 own Capacity, I will anſwer it the beſt I can, rather 
than be wanting in any thing that may cultivate our Friend- 
ſhip, or ſerve my Country: | very well remember our for- 
mer Diſcourſes you ſpeak of about our Naval Affairs, and 
am very ſenſible that our want of Seamen is one of the great 
Cauſes why bur Nayal Preparations come ſo far ſhort of 
anſwering the Deſign and Expence of the Nation; and in 
order to redreſs this Grievance, I will recapitulate ſuch of 
the Methods we took to prevent that Miſchief in the Parlia- 
ment Times, as I think may ſute the preſent Occaſion. 

) 1. Particular care was taken to puniſhand ſuppreſs thoſe 
abominable Habits of Curſing and Swearing,Drunkenneſs and 
Uncleanneſs, ſo common among our Seamen, that they can 
ſcarcely ſpeak without ſuch horrid Tmprecations and blaſ- 
phemous Oaths, as no Chriſtian can hear without horror; 
and wherever they come they bring ſuch a Contagion of 1 
Vice along with them, as makes all People of any Morality 14 4 
deteſt them: ſo that none who have any regard to the pre- 
ſent or future State of their Sons and other Relations, care 


for 
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for having them on board the Fleet, but rather diſſuade 
them from it, which isnone of the leaſt Cauſes why we are 
in ſuch want of Seamen. For you may believe me, Sir, that 
tho theſe Crimes I ſpeak of ſeem to-have loſt much of that 
odiouſneſs which attends them, by their frequency in the 
Great City; it is not ſo with the generality of People in 
the Country, they abhor ſuch profligate Fellows, and nei- 
ther care they ſhould keep Company, or match with their 
Children or Servants ; for beſides the hatefulneſs of their 
Crimes, when once they are ſo debauch'd, they are gene- 
rally good for nothing after, but bring ſuch Women as 
they marry to want, and make them and their Children as 
diſſolute as themſelves, which contributes to fill the Nation 
with the worſt ſort of Beggars. Had this commendable 
Practice been continued, we ſhould not have had ſuch a late 
ſcandalous Inſtance of an Admiral proſecuted, when he 
ought to have been purſuing the Service of her Majeſty and 
his Country in ſo critical a JunQure, for baſely aſſaulting a 
Juſtice of the Peace, who had the Courage and Hone- 
ſty to put the Law againſt Swearing in execution upon 
8 | : 

2. In order to giveour Seamen a true taſte of Religion, we 
choſe the ſobereſt and moſt Religious Men we could get for 
Commanders, provided they were otherwiſe well qualify'd, 
as I told you before, and inſtanced in Bourn, Dean, and o- 
thers: we generally choſe ſuch as had been bred to Naviga- 
tion and Trade, who knowing the Sweets of it, were not 
for prolonging a War for the, ſake of their Commands, but 
endeavour'd all they could to bring it to a ſpeedy Conclu- 
ſion, becauſe they knew a long War to be deſtructive to 
Commerce, which is the great Support of our Country ; 
and when the War was over they did not think it below 
them to return to Trade again, as I inſtanced in my ſelf : 
and by that means our Sea-Commanders in time of Peace 
had no need of Penſions, or Half-pay, &c. except they 
were diſabled ; and by conſequence were no burden to them- 
ſelves or the Government. Beſides you know, that a Man 
Who would make any thing of Trade, muſt be frugal and 
ſober; and being accuſtom'd to that way of living, they 
not only ſet their Crew a good Example, but oblig'd them 

do 
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to follow it; But this is ſcarcely to be expeted from poor 
and decay'd Gentlemen, Pages, Valets, and others of poor 


ſort, who in the late Reigns purchas'd Commands by Inte- 
reſt, or the Mony of their Friends; not but that I think it 
the Intereſt of England to breed as many of the younger 
Sons of the Nobility and Gentry for Naval Commands, as 
are ſober andjinclinable to it, and otherwiſe qualify'd. And 
ſince it's lawful to be taught even by an Enemy, I think 


the French King's Practice in that Matter very commenda- 
ble, and the Care he takes to have young Gentlemen of his 


beſt Families inſtructed in Naval Affairs, very well worth 
our Imitation. NES ep 

3. We took ſpecial care to have Chaplains aboard our 
Men of War, who were pious and diligent, whoſe Conver- 
ſation, as well as Doctrine, impreſs'd the Seamen with 


Thoughts, that there was more in Religion than a mere 


Form; and who took care to ſee them read their Bibles and 


prcticaal Pieces, eſpecially thoſe that were moſt adapted to 


a Seafaring Life, which the Government took care to have 
them provided with, And that it might not be thought 
the Deſign was to make them only Preciſians, they were 
likewiſe provided with Books of Navigation, and the Hi- 
ſtories of the brave Atchievements of our own Country- 
men, and others, by Seaand by Land ; and with Accounts of 
remarkable Deliverances from Dangers at Sea, which were 
diverting as well as inſtructive, and kept them from 


miſpending their leiſure Time in Debauches, and other 
Criminal Exerciſes, which are too common amongſt our Sea- 


men of late, This created an honeſt Emulation among 
them to exceed one another in Improvements of that ſort, 
and ſhamed the 1lliterate into a neceſſity of learning to 
read and write, that they might be capable of converſing 
with their Fellows, and of Preferment when it offer'd. 

4. When Offenders were puniſh'd, the Officers order'd 
it in ſuch a manner, that the poor Wretches might be con- 
vinced, that the Puniſhments were inflicted for their, 
good, and not to gratify the Revenge or Paſlion of any 


Commander. And to keep the Officers to their Duty in 


this matter, the Government demanded an exact Account 
of the Behaviour of their Commanders in thoſe Reſpects ; 
es "I and 
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und fach 28 took no care of their own Behaviour, or of 
* that of their Ships-Company, were turned out, and made un- 

capable of Imployment : ſo that a few Examples of this na- 
ture quickly reform'd the Fleet. | 
5. There was particular Care taken to have our Provi- 

fions good and in plenty: We had few Complaints in thoſe 

days of ſtinking Meat, or bad Drink on board our Fleet, 
Thoſe concern'd in the Victualling, Cc. were not allow'd. 
to raiſe themſelves Eſtates, by pinching the Seamens Bellies, 
or buying the worſt ſort of Proviſions, and making the Go- 
vernment pay for the Beſt. Nor did we hear then of any 

Superior Officers going Sharers with Inferiors to connive at 
them, indefrauding the Government, and cheating the Sea- 
men, Oc, of their Proviſions or Pay. We were alſo very 

careful to keep them ſweet and clean; and ſach as were 
ſick or wounded, had every thing neceſſary provided for 
them, and were carefully look'd after. This created ſuch 
a Love and Eſteem in the Seamen to their Officers, that 
they were willing on all Occaſions to ſacrifice their Lives, 
rather than ſuffer their Commanders or Country to fall un- 
der any Diſgrace by nonperformance on their part, I can- 
not omit on this occaſion to tell you what I have frequent- 
Iy heard our great and good Admiral Blake ſay amidſt his 
Ships-Company, That the meaneit of them were Free- born 
"Engliſhmen as well as himſelf, and that Officers and Mariners 
were all Fellow-Servants to the Government of their Coun- 
try. This tender and prudent Behaviour towards the Sea- 
men, made them look upon themſelves as indiſpenſably 
oblig'd to reſpe their Officers as their Parents; and when 
any of them fell under due Chaſtiſement, there was no- 
thing like Mutiny or Diſcontent at it among their Fel- 
lows: ſo that the Obſtinate ſuffer'd without Pity ; and for 
others, they were more aſnham'd of their Crime than of 
their Puniſhment, 

6. There was due care taken of their Pay, which was the 
Life of the Cauſe; for as ſoon as any Ship came to be laid 
up or refit, the Books were made up, and Mony ready at 
the Port to pay off the Men as ſoon as the Ship was moored 
(for the Stores were then taken out by hired Men that be- 
long'd to the Yards) the Scamens ſhort Allowance 


- 
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paid 
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paid at the ſame time to a Farthing ; whereas now they 
F have a double Trouble to get their ſhort-Allowance Mony 
at the Viaualling Office, which was formerly paid them 
at the ſame time with their other Wages. Nor had they any. 
difficulty in receiving their Tun and Gun Mony, (the 
:fame now with Prize-Mony) and if they had been upon 
any extraordinary Service, there was a Crown or ten 
Shillings a Man given them to drink the Government's 
Health; and their Plunder was honeſtly ſhar'd among 
them, without any Embezlement by the Officers. 1 
cannot expreſs the Satisfaction I have had to ſee with 
-what: chearful and lively Countenances our Men would 
come to the Pay-Table; and as they ſwept the Mony into 
their Hats, they would pray for the Proſperity of the Go- 
vernment, and for the Health of their noble Captains and 
other Officers; ſo that they parted with mutual Love and 
Reſpect: and when their Commanders told them that they 
hoped they would be ready to ſerve the Government again 
upon the firſt notice given them, they would promile it 
with great chearfulneſs, and be as good as their word.“ 
I muſt likewiſe tell you, that our Men being thus ac- 
cuſtomed to good Diſcipline, and a regular way of Living, 
£ they did not ſpend their Mony, as our Seamen frequently do 
now, before they receive it, but carried home canſiderable 
Sums to their Families, or other Friends. And the firſt 
thing they did was to put good Clothes on their Backs; 
and coming home better clad than their Companions they 
left aſhore, and having more Mony in their Pockets 
after being. a Year at Sea, than their fellow-Labourers 
and Servants could ſcrape together in ſeven Years, it 
raiſed an Emulation among young Men of the like Con- 
dition, to ſerve the Government on board the Fleet; 
ſince they knew not how to diſpoſe of themſelves to ſo 
much Advantage elſewhere. x 
7. The Government took ſpecial care to pay off the 
Quarters of the Sick and Wounded every week in the 
Ports where they were; this made them be carefully 
look'd- after, and the People were fond of having them in 
their Houſes, becauſe they knew their Mony was good, and 
ready whenever they wanted it: and their Doctors and 
N B 2 Surgeons 


- Sorgeons knowing this, would not ſuffer them to be in any 

Honſe but where they were carefully attended. This faved - 
abnndance of their Lives, and ſpeedily effe&ed their Cure ; 
and the Government knowing the Importance of this, 'and 
that it not only ſaved their Men, but their Mony, whatever 
ſtraits they were under, they never ſuffered Mony to be 
wanting for theſe weekly Payments. But to ſay the Truth 
of them; thoſe at the Helm then managed Affairs ſo, that 
they ſcarce ever wanted Mony for any thing, tho they had 
not two thirds in proportion to what we now pay to the 
Charge of the Navy. YI 8 
Theſe, Sir, were the Methods we then took, and to 
which under God we owed moſt of our Succeſs by Sea : 
for it's incredible to think what Vertue join'd with Britiſh © 
Gallantry is capable of performing. 

We are not then to wonder, - fince thoſe Methods fel] 
into diſuſe, that our Succeſs has fallen ſo much ſhort of 
what it then was; but I perſuade my ſelf, that if your 
Houſe would ſeriouſly take theſe things into Conlideration, 
and lay them before her Majeſty, She is a Princeſs of 
that Piety and Wiſdom, that ſhe would ſoon be induced to 
take proper Meaſures for retrieving that commendable but 
antiquated Practice. Fox | 

This I hope will deſerve a more than ordinary Applica- 
tion from your ſelf and other good Patriots, eſpecially 
when yon conſider that the great decay of our Naval 
Glory has been chiefly occakon?d by the negle& of thoſe 
Meaſures fince the Reſtauration, of which I ſhall take leave 
to give you a Brief and Melancholy view. | 

1. You know that in the Parliament-times, Men were 
advanced for their Merit, and that furniſh*d us with Com- 
manders, who raiſed themſelves by their Courage and 
Conduct. I ſhall inftance only in three of the County of 
Dorſet, viz. Cuttins, Steyner, and Martin, who original- 
ly us'd the Newfoundland Fiſhery, but were all advanced 
for their good Service, and are very well known to ſuch as 
have read the Naval Accounts of thoſe times; Martin you 
know was made Captain of a fourth Rate, in which alone at 
Selbay he fought four Dutch Men of War, and made them run; 
: + - | hs and 
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and at Portland Fight being Captain, or as we now (ay 


Commodore of ten . Men of War, he came in from Portſmouth 
juſt after the Fleets were engag'd, and did ſuch wonders 


that the Government reſolv'd to have given him a Flag, 


as the quſt reward of his Gallantry, but his Death pre- 
vented it. In thoſe days Valour was equally rewarded in 
a Merchant - Man, as in a Ship of the State; nor was Seni- 
ority the readieſt ſtep to Preferment then, without a Pro- 


portion of Merit. But ſoon after the Reſtauration, that 


Method was alter'd, and Men were made Captains for their 
long Standing, as Dunces are made Doctors in the Univer- 
ſities. And inſtead of the good Morals, and harmleſs Con- 
verſation of our Seamen in the Parliament-times, there 
was nothing but Curſing, Swearing, Damning, Sinking, 
and obſcene naſty Diſcourſe, to be heard on board our 
Fleet; ſo that it look'd more like the Suburbs of Hell, 
than a Chriſtian Navy. On this occaſion, I cannot but take 
notice of an early Inſtance we had of the diſſolute Practices 
and Profaneneſs of that Reign, which was thus: Some of 
our Seamen who brought over K. Charles II. in the Naſeby, 
told me that the firſt time they ever heard Common- Prayer 
and God damn ye, was on board that Ship as ſhe came home 
with his Majeſty. Not that I would reflect upon the eſta- 
bliſh'd Form, for be it Common or Extemporary Prayer, 
it's certainly more than Heatheniſh to hear People ſay 
Lord haue Mercy upon us, and cry Gdd damn us, with one 
and the ſame breath. One great Cauſe of the increaſe of 
this Profaneneſs was the railing of Men, to be Officers and 
Commanders from Letter-Men, as they call them; a Practice 
introduced by King Charles Il. on pretence of recommend- 
ing by his Letters the Sons of the Nobility and Gentry, 
to be bred up for Command on board the Fleet, which 
at laſt were obtain'd for Coachmen, Footmen, and the 
Relations and Friends, and ſometimes Stallions and 
Baſtardsvof lewd Women, who had Intereſt at Court; or 
other mean and diſſolute Perſons procured ſuch Letters 
for Mony : which quickly filled our Fleet with the worſt 
of Men for Officers, and their contagious Example ſoon 
infected the Seamen, and made our Fleet a fink of all 
Wickedneis, By this means the old and true Method of 
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breeding Sea-Commanders was neglected, and thoſe Up- 
ſtarts valuing themſelves upon their Letters of Recommen- 
— dation, and the Intereſt of vicious Courtiers and debauch- 
ed Ladies, became inſupportably Proud, carried it towards 

their inferiour Officers with Contempt, which depriv'd 
| them of all Arthority, and treated their- Seamen like 
Dogs; fo that there was neither Vertue, good Underſtand- 
ing or Courage, to be ſeen in any of our Ships of War, 
except where the Commanders were Men of Sobriety 
and Merit, which, God knows, was much the leaſt num- 
ber: whereas in the Parliament-times, as ktold you before, 
our Commanders were not only civil to their Seamen, but 
ſometimes familiar with them, which procured them their 
Love, and abated nothing of their due Reſpect, We had 
then no double Lieutenants to the Nation's Charge, but one 
on board a Ship, and he was the Captain's Companion, 
the Warrant-Officers were the Lieutenant's Companions 
but eſpecially the Maſter, who had then the ſole Power 
of ſailing and working the Ship, without depending 
as now on the Lieutenant's Orders : Our Maſters, their 
Mates, Boatſwains, Gunners, and Carpenters had then as 
much Command over the Seamen, and were better obey'd 
Than the Lieutenants are now, and-zndeed they deſerved it. 
For moſt of our Warrant-Officers then were fit to 
Command, and very often did it with great Reputation, 
when their ſuperiour Officers were killed or diſabled in 
Fight, I will give you an inſtance of this in the Parlia- 
ment-times: When twenty two Dutch Ships engaged five 
of ours off of Leghorn, moſt of our Captains and Lieute- 
nants were killed and diſabled in that vhequal Conflict: 
yet the Fight was ſo well managed by the Warrant-Offi- 
cers, that after a long and bloody Conteſt, the Dutch 
could take but one of our Ships, and that too after the 

Men were moſt of them killed or wounded, | 

I ſhall give you another Inſtance of Sir John Leale's Fa- 
ther, who being Gunner of the Princeſs in the firſt Dutch 
War under King Cbarles the Second, had the Fortune in 
two ſeveral Ingagements to command her after her Supe- 
rior Officers were kill'd or diſabled, and brought her off 
ſafe both times; the firſt was in an [ngagement with the 


Dutch, 
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Dutch, and the other was in the Baltick with three Daniſh = 
Men of Way, He expected to be made Captain of her, as 
he well deſerv'd, but was diſappointed, . another Perſon * 
being made Captain before he came home. Mr. Leake was : | 
afterwards Gunner of the Prince in the next Dutch War, 
when Sir Edward Spragge being Admiral, ſhe carried the 4 
Flag, and was fo diſabled, that Sir Edward was oblig'd to 17 
leave her; ſhe had near 400 of her Men killd, and'difabled, 
her Rigging was cut in pieces, and moſt of her upper Tire 4 
of Guns diſmounted: as ſhe lay by thus like a Wreck for | i 
ſome time, a great Durch Man of War came down upon | 
her with two Fire-Ships, either to burn or carry her off; 
and the Captain-Lieutenant thinking it impoſlible to defend 
her, order*d the Men to fave their Lives, and the Colours to 
be ſtrack. Gunner Leake hearing this, forbad it, order'd 
the Capt. Lieutenant off the Quarter Deck, took the Com- 
mand upon himſelf, and gave the Dutch ſo warm a Recep- 
tion, that he oblig'd them to ſhear off, and brought the 
Ship ſafe into Harbour : For which good Service he was 
deſervedly advanc'd to be Maſter-Gunner of England; 
an Office he diſcharg'd with great Reputation till the 
day of his Death, which was in King William's Reign. To 
convince you fully of the miſchievons Practice of depriving F 
the Maſter and other Warrant-Officers on board our Men 4 
of War of their former Authority, and particularly that 
of taking from the Maſter the Power of navigating the 
Ship, and conferring it on the Lieutenants; if you pleaſe 
to enquire into the Number of Ships loſt and damaged at 
Sea for want of due Care within theſe hundred Years laſt, 
you will find our loſs of Men of War, ſince the Lieute- 
nants aſſumed the Power of Navigating to themſelves, to - 
be three times greater than when it was intruſted with 
the Maſters, who were then the ableſt Seamen in the Na- 
tion, and made Navigation their conſtant Buſineſs 3 whereas 
too many of our Lieutenants ſpend moſt of their time in a 
riotous manner on Shore, and cannot forbear their cuſto- 
mary Exceſſes when they go on Board. 7 
A ſecond Defect in the management of our Naval Af- 1 
fairs, was the neglect of raiſing the Seamens Wages to 21 | 
and 29 Shillings per Month, as it ought to have been in pro- 
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portion to the Advance of the Wages of Labourers and 
Servants on Shore. In King Charles Ps Time we rais'd their 

Wages, according to that Proportion, from 9 and 14 Shil- 

lings, which was the Eſtabliſhment in K. Henry the Eighth's 

Time, to 14 & 18 Shillings per Month; which K. Charles was 

"obliged to do to prevent the deſerting of his Seamen 

when we had War with France: and the Parliament, when the 

Dutch fell upon 21 of our Men of War off of Dover with 

42 of theirs, Who were ſoundly beaten, did, for the En- 

couragement of our Seamen, advance their Pay to 18 and 

24 5. a Month. So that according to this Proportion above- 

mention'd of Servants and Labourers Wages, King Charles 
the Second ought to have raiſed the Seamens Pay to 21 and 

29 Shillings per Month; but inſtead of that, 6 d. per 
Month has been deducted from them to build an Hoſpital, 

which is like taking from the Poor to build Alms-Houſes. 

Sir, You and our other good Patriots ought to conſider 

theſe things, and take care not to have our Seamen im- 

pos'd upon by French Projects, ſuch as that for Regi- 

Fring Seamen, which can never have any effect ſo long as the 

Encouraging part of it is not put in practice, eſpecially ſince 

thoſe things wherein the French Naval Management is wor- 
thy our Imitation are altogether neglected; ſuch as his 

taking care to have his Seamen paid at the end of every 

Voyage, or at leaſt at the end of every Year; and his par- 

ticular Care to hinder their ſpending their Mony while 

they are in Harbour, before they are paid off, or when 
they come in to refit : concerning which his Orders are, 

That if any Publick Houſe truſt them above the Value of 

a Groat, the People not only loſe what they ſo truſt, shut 

are alſo fined, and made uncapable of keeping a Publick- 
Houſe ever after. This is ſo much the more reaſonable, 

that he takes care they ſhall want for nothing on board, and 

therefore he will have them ſpend their Mony at home with 

their Friends and Relations, | | 
A Third Abuſe introduced into our Navy ſince the Re- 

ſtauration is, That fome of their Officers have aſſum'd a 

Sovereign Power, by making ſuch Laws concerning the 

Seamen as are contrary to Magna Charta, and other good 

Laws made to preſerve the Rights of Engliſtmen, ſuch as 
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forcing them to the Service without a Law for it, and mak- - 
ing them loſe their Pay, under pretence of Queries and 
Runs, without due Courſe of Law, or by the Verdict of a 
Jury. We are not to wonder that ſuch Practices were con- 
niv'd at in Reigns when Parliaments were influenc'd by 

Places and Penſions: But if any ſuch thing be continued in 
a Reign like this, when the Queen values her ſelf upon no- 
thing ſo much as being a Common Mother to all her Sub. 
jets, it muſt proceed from our own negle& to lay ſuch 
Grievances before her in a regular way, ſo as to have them 
redreſs'd and prevented. In order to this I humbly think, 
it were proper that your Houſe ſhould make an Enquiry 
how many thouſands of our poor Seamen have loſt their 
Pay by the illegal Methods above-mention'd, without any 
hopes of Recovery; for ſo long as that wicked Practice 
paſſes unpuniſ'd, it's enough alone to prevent our Fleet's 

being well mann'd, tho you give all the Mony of the Nation 
towards it. - 

+ There's another Abuſe relating to their Pay, which 
ought to be carefully avoided, and that is the paying them 
when they go to Sea, and not when they come Home. The 
Prejudice that this does to the Nation in genera], and to the 

FS Seamens Families, Relations and Creditors in particular, is 

WW not eaſy to be expreſſed. The Prejudice it does to the Na- 
NI tion is demonſtrable thus, That it carries great Sums out 
of the Kingdom which the Seamen ſpend abroad, and by 
Conſequence never return to circulate here again: I make 

no doubt but upon inquiry it would appear, that many 

hundred thouſand Pounds have by this means been carried 

out of the Kingdom. The damage it does their Families is 

every whit as evident, for they ſtarve at home, while the 

" Seamen ſquander away their Mony abroad; and fo their 

Wives and Children become a Burden to their reſpec- 

tive Pariſhes: and many of them think themſelves excus'd 
by their Straits to take leud and other unlawful Courſes 
for a livelihood. And for ſuch of them as are honeſt 
enough to give any part of what they receive, at the 
Port where they are paid, to their Wives, other Friends or 
Creditors; it puts their Wives, Cc. to an intolerable 
Charge to go for it, and the fg Sailors — ary 
orc' 
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forcd to pay double Rates in thoſe Ports for what Clothes 
and other things they want, becauſe they had not Mo- 


ny to buy them elſewhere at the beſt hand. The Damage 
it does their Creditors is as plain as the other, for when 
the Seamen ſpend their Mony abroad, they have nothing 


left to pay their Debts at home ; and thus their Landladies 
who truſted them for Victuals and Drink, and Shopkeepers 


who truſted them for Clothes and other Neceſſaries, are alſo 


defrauded of their Mony. I will give you one plain In- 
ſtance of this: Our Seamen were never known to have more 
Mony among them on Board, than when they ſail'd from 
Portſmouth upon the Deſcent; yet they would not pay their 
Landladies or Creditors one Farthing ; but lay ing hold on 
that Clauſe of the Act of Parliament for manning the 
Fleet, That no Seaman ſhould be detain'd in Cuſtody for 
any Debt under 20 Pound, they told their Creditors with 
horrid Oaths, that the Parliament had given them their 
Mony, and they would not pay them a Groat: But their 
Landladies, to be even with them, would not after this 
give them Credit for one Farthing, till the Seamen firſt 
gave them a Bond for 22 Pounds; and thus that Act was 
eluded. By this you may ſee, Sir, that all the prepoſte- 
rous Methods which have been taken for manning our 
Fleet theſe 40 Years palt have ſignify'd nothing; that the 
Difficulties in manning it ſtill grow upon us, and that no- 
thing will pre /ent it but our following the old and laudable 
Methods above-mention'd. | 

Another Abuſe relating to their Pay is, the robbing ma- 
ny Seamen of it by Queries and Runs, formerly mention'd ; 
by this means, and the Tricks of Calls and Recals, many 
of thoſe poor Fellows have been kept out of their Pay for 
ten or twelve Years: And thus their Creditors who ad- 
vanc'd Mony on their Tickets, to keep their Wives and 
Children from ſtarving, have been cheated of their Mony, 
by putting a Run upon the Seamen after thoſe Tickets were 
=_ out, when they have been turned over to another 
Ship. 

Another horrid Practice that has crept into the Manage- 
ment of the Fleet is, the difficulty of getting the Pay of 


Sea- 
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Seamen who die in the Service; for the Pay of ſuch is ge- 
nerally put off to the laſt, and many times never paid at 
all, by which the Families, Relations or Creditors of the 
eceaſed Seamen have ſuſtain'd great Loſs. You may eaſily 
imagine this is a great hinderance to the manning our 
Fleet, and creates a great Averſion in the Seamen them- 
ſelves, as well as in their Wives and other Relations, to the 
Service of the Government: for we may readily conceive 
that it's a ſenſible Argument, when Wives, Children, and 
other Relations tell a Seaman, that he had better ſtay at 
Home and work at. Day-labour for the maintenance of 
himſelf and Family, than go into the Fleet; where, in 
caſe of his Death, to the danger of which he is ſo often 
expos'd, they not only loſe him for ever, but have no hopes 
of recovering his Mony, by which they are brought to 
Sorrow and Want at once: Whereas were this and the 
other inhuman Cuſtoms above-mention'd prevented, the 
Seamen and their Relations would be more willing to ſerve 
the Government, than to ſerve Merchants; for tho the 
latter give more Mony, yet the ſame being paid abroad at 
the reſpeQive Ports of Delivery, it is generally ſpent 
there, and very little of it brought home for the uſe of their. 
Families. » | | 

It has likewiſe been the practice of late to keep Seamen 
on Board our Men of War for ſeveral Years together, by 
turning them from one Ship to another, This has been a 
great diſcouragement to the poor Men; for beſides the In- 
jury it does to their Health, it deprives them of the com- 
fort of enjoying their Families and Relations; and by this 
and the other Hardſhips above-mention'd, many of them 
have deſerted the Service and turn'd Pirates, or have gone 
into the Service of Foreign Countries. 

The whipping and pickling of Seamen, a barbarous Prac- 
tice which has been much us'd of late, has likewiſe been a 
great hindrance to the Manning of our Fleet, and tends ſo 
much to debaſe the Spirits of our Seamen, and is ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with that good Nature which has always been ob- 
ſerv'd to be peculiar to our Nation, that one would wonder 
how ſuch a Practice came to be introduc'd, or ſo — 
V2 er 
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"fer'd, without being declar'd contrary to Engliſh Liberty, 
and the Authors and Inflicters of it made Infamous by the 
publick Juſtice of the Country. 


Theſe, Sir, are a few of the many ill Cuſtoms that have 
been brought into the management of our Navy ſince the 
Reſtanration, and have occaſion'd a Decay of our Sea- 
men, and by conſequence of our Naval Glory : and a- 
mong the other Conſequences of it this is none of the leaſt, 
that it diſcourages young Seamen from marrying ; and 
you know very well that the hinderance of Propagation 
is a loſs to the Nation's Capital Stock. So that except 
thoſe Abuſes be redreſs'd, and the War brought to a ſpee- 
dy Concluſion, the Numbers of our People muſt needs di- 
miniſh; and we ſhall not only want Seamen, but Land- 
Soldiers, and other uſeful Hands that might have been im- 
ploy'd in Manufacturies, Husbandry, Planting, and other 
ways for the Defence of our Country, and increaſe of our 
Wealth. 

The growing Complaints of our great want of Seamen 
upon every Occaſion to ſet out our Fleet, and the Difficulty | 
- torecruit our Land-Forces, is an undeniable proof of what 
I aſſert, and therefore deſerves the moſt ſerious Thoughts, 
and utmoſt. Application of Jour Houſe, to prevent the 
ill Treatment and Decay of fo uſeful a part of our Peo- 
eb our Seamen muſt always be to us who live in an 
Iſland. 


To this End it is my humble Opinion, That your 
Houſe ſhould order an Inquiry to be made into thoſe 
things, and particularly into the Abuſes relating to their 
Pay; and that this' ſhould not be wholly entruſted to 
a Committee, but be made the Buſineſs of the whole 
Houſe; and that thoſe Grievances may be fully and freely 
debated there, for avoiding ſuch Practices as have been but 
too too frequent in managing Committees, ſo as to have 
Complaints of Publick Grievances rather ſtifled than duly 
enquired into and red reſs'd. 


For 
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For my part I ſhould think it proper, that the Com- 
miffioners of the Navy be order'd to bring in an exact Ac- - 
count of all the Mony remaining due to the Seamen ſince 
1688. with the Names of thoſe Seamen; the _—_ they 
belong'd to, and the Time of their Service, and where 
one Man has been in ſeveral Ships, that the Mony due to 
him in every ſuch Ship be ſet down againſt his Name, 
with the Reaſons why he has not been paid. This would 
help you to unravel the Myſtery of Iniquity, and put you 
upon a certain Method of preventing ſuch Practices in 
time to come: For to whom ſhould thoſe poor Men 
make Application for help, but to the Commons of 
England, to whom they are ſo uſeful ? There they might ex-- 
pect a fair Hearing, and impartial Juſtice, michoue bing 
' Brow-beaten, Hector'd, and Trick'd out of their Rights, 
vs they ſo often complain is their hard Lot elſe- 
where. 
This would quickly retrieve the loſs of our Trade 
and Honour, and humble Fance effectually; which I am 
afraid we ſhall ſcarce be able to do, notwithſtanding our 
glorious Succeſſes by Land, until we have utterly deſtroyed, 
or at leaſt broke their Naval Power: which in all pro- 
bability had been effected long e're now, and the War 
brought to a happy Concluſion, but for our Naval Miſ- 
managements abovemention'd, and others of the like Na- 
ture. | | | 
I ſhould think, Sir, that nothing can better deſerve the 
Inquiry of the Commons of England, than, how it comes 
to paſs, that tho We and Holland, the two greateſt Mari- 
time Powers of the World, have been ſo long in Confe- 
deracy, yet ſo many of our American Settlements have 
been ruin'd by the French; and the reſt of our valuable 
Plantations there are expoſed to continual danger, by 
that (ame Enemy, whom for ſeveral Years we have run 
down by Land, and to whom we are ſo mach Superiour 
gt Sea? It is really a ſarprize to every thinking Man, 
that we have not been able hitherto to prevent the French 
King's being Maſter of the Treaſures of the M/eſt-Indies, 
and to ſtop his bringing Home their Plate continually 
| to 
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*to his own Country; while we our ſelves are in ſuch 
want of Bullion, that we are forc'd to melt down vaſt 
quantities of our Current Mony. OY | 
Had any Man pretended to foretel twenty Years ago, 
that England and Holland ſhould be in War with France 
and Spain, and not be able in a Courſe of fifteen or 
ſixteen Years War, to prevent ſuch Loſſes as both of 
us have had by Sea, and in our Plantations, by the Na- 
val Power of France, nor to make our ſelves ſo much 
Maſters at Sea, as to hinder their continual Supplies of 
Mony from the Weſt- Indies, while we our ſelves are in 
ſuch want of it: 1 ſay, any Man that ſhould have pre- 
tended to foretel this, would have been look'd upon 
as à falſe Prophet, and Brain-ſick Enthuſiaſt, void of all 
Reaſon : nor would he have been leſs ridicul'd and de- 
ſpis'd, who ſhould have ventur'd to ſay, That two ſuch 
Wiſe and Warlike Nations could have failed of effectual 
Meaſures, to prevent ſuch a bloody, laſting, and expen- 
ſive War by Land, when it was in their Power to have 
brought it to a ſhort Concluſion, by a vigorous War at 
Sea, For had we once ſeized the French King's Purſe 
in the Weſt-Indies, which one would think we might 
eaſily have done by our own Native Strength there, ſe- 
conded by a ſtrong Squadron of Men of War, and a 
competent number of brisk Cruiſers upon his Trade, 
he muſt ſoon have dropt his Sword; for in that Caſe 
Spain, inſtead of being an Advantage to him, muſt have 
proved ſuch a Burden as would have broke his Back. 
J am the more confirm'd in this Opinion, becauſe I 
have very good Information, that had we but a few 
Years ago ſent a competent Squadron wel] man'd to 
the Weſt- Indies, we might have eaſily been Maſters of 
Canada, the French Plantations there being in ſo great 
want, till they were ſupplied by a Convoy of about 
ſixty Sail, that they could not have avoided ſubmittin 
to us; and by that means we ſhould have effectually ſe- 
cured our own Plantations in Northern America: where— 
as now, from Memorials and other Papers that I have 
ſeen by Men who are concern'd to underſtand the State 
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want of Convoys in due time: And thus it happens that 


capable to give them Eaſe and Redreſs; the Commons 


the ſame time an Opportunity of enlarging our Trade | 
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of that Country, it appears that we are ſtill in danger 1 
of greater Loſſes in thoſe Parts, than any we have yet 
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ſ\uſtained. 


There's one thing more I cannot but take notice of, ; 
as the Reſult of our want of Seamen, occaſion'd by the : 
Miſmanagements abovemention'd ; and that is, That ma- 
ny times our Loſſes by Storms at Sea, proceed from 


our Virginia and Barbadoes Fleets, which in time of Peace 
us'd to come regularly home in. July, Auguſt, or Septem- 
ber; now for want of Convoys in due time, do often 
make it September or October before they ſet out from | | 
thence, and are by Conſequence expos'd to the Tem- _—_ 
peſts of the Seaſon: Many times our Merchant Fleets 
outward bound, alſo loſe their Seaſons and Markets for 
want of Convoys, which is not only a great Loſs to our 
Merchants and Tradeſmen, but alſo to the Government, 
who loſe in proportion of their Cuſtoms, what the Mer- 
chant loſes in Trade. | 
Tho Merchants and other private Adventurers may be 
under Difficulties, and inſuperable Diſcouragements, in 
repreſenting thoſe things to ſuch Perſons as they think 


of England can never be under ſuch Circumſtances as to 5 It 
make it inconvenient or unſafe for them, to make due 
Inquiries into the Cauſes of ſuch Misfortunes, and to ad- 
viſe to ſuch Methods as may prevent the like in time to 
come, | a 

W hatever Views others may have in prolonging a War, 
it's the Intereſt of the People of England, whoſe Repre- 
ſentatives you are, to bring it to a ſpeedy and ho- 
nourable Concluſion, And I think it's plain, that the 
Reducing of the Spgniſh Weſt- Indies to the Obedience of | 
King Charles, would be the ſpeedieſt, as well as the | 
moſt effectual way of doing it. This would give us at 


in thoſe Parts, and of getting ſome convenient Ports 


to ſecure it, which by the Articles of the Treaty we 


are allow'd to retain, if we take them out of the c 
: Hands 


Hands of the French: and this is the leaſt the Spaniards 
ought to grant us, in Conſideration of the Blood and 
Treaſure we have ſpent on their Account. Nor is 
there any Reaſon why we ſhould not rather be intruſted 
to convey and bring home their Plate, to be made 
uſe of for our mutual Wealth and Defence, than that 
it ſhould be ſuffered to come under the French King's 
Management, to be made uſe of againſt us both. 1 
know it is objected by ſome, That this would give Um- 
brage to the Spaniards, and increaſe the Averſion of 
that Country againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, But this 
can have no Weight with any Man of Thought, for 
to ſuffer the Treaſures of the Weſt- Indies to continue in 
the French King's Power, is the moſt effectual difſervice* 
that can be done not only to the Houſe of Auſtria, but 
to all Europe nor is there any more Reaſon that the 
Spaniards of King Charles's' Party ſhould conceive Um- 
brage at having their Weſt Indies under the Manage- 
ment and Protection of Us and the Dutch during the 
War, then thoſe of the Duke of Anjou's Party do at 
the French King's having the Management and ProteQion 
of it at preſent; or if both of them be jealous at it, 
there's no Cauſe to be given why we ſhould regard the one, 
more than he does the other. 

The Caſe being thus, Sir, I hope that you and our 
other Patriots, will take it into Conſideration : and ſince , 


we have already contributed ſo much towards the Se., 


curity of the United Provinces, by procuring them @ 
good Frontier, and have likewiſe done ſo much for the 
Empire; it would ſeem but reaſonable that we ſhould 
think of doing ſomething that may be of Advantage 
to our Selves, with relation to our Trade, leſt it take 
another Channel, and ſo we who have done- moſt of 
any of the Allies, ſhould aiſo come to ſuffer more than 
any of them by this long and expenſive War, 

This is the more reaſonable, becauſe our Allies the 
Dutch are very careful of their Trade, and maintain 
an advantageous Commerce with the French, notwith- 
ſtanding the War; and likewiſe with the Spaniſh Weſt- 

| Indies 
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home double the Plate from thence ſince the War, 

that they did in time of Peace, whereas we have brought 
home far leſs. And on this Occaſion, I cannot but 
think, the Spaniards of King Charles's Party might 
eaſily be induc'd to grant Us and the Dutch the ſame 
Conditions of Trade to the Spaniſh Dominions, exclu- 


b 


five of all others, that the Marquis. de Bergamanero 


offered us in King Charles the Second's Reign, as has 
been mention'd already. : 8 — 5 

. I am not of Capacity to judg, whether it be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, in order to carry on the War in 
Spain and the IWeſt-Indies, that we ſhould diminiſh the 
Number of our Forces in the Netherlands : but ac- 
cording to my. poor way of Reaſoning, I ſhould think 
if the Emperor would redreſs the Grievances of the 
Hungarians, and perſuade the other Popiſh Princes» of 
the Empire to redreſs the Grievances of the German 
Proteſtants; our Allies in Germany and the Netherlands 
might find the French imployment enough on that ſide, 
and leave Us and the Dutch with part of our Fleet 
and Forces to manage the War in Spain, and the Weſt- 
Indies. And ſince both of them require a Naval Force, 
we ſhould have the Mony for their Proviſions and Pay cir- 
culate among our ſelves; whereas vaſt Sums of our Mony 
are now ſpent by our Army beyond Sea, to the enriching 
of our Allies, while we our ſelves are impoveriſh'd. 

We ſhould alſo by this means recover the Plantations 
wie have loſt, ſecure thoſe that are in Danger, deprive 
+ the French of theirs, and retrieve our New-found-Land Fi- 
ſhery, which would be a conſtant Nyrſery for Seamen, 
and recover our Trade to the Straits, &c. that depended 
vpon it. | 


This, Sir, in my humble Opinion, would be a ſpeedy 
and effectual Way to retrieve our Naval Glory and Trade, 
and to humble France, ſo as to put it out of their Power 
to impoſe the St. Germains Family upon us and enſlave Eu- 
rope, which is the chief ar of the War. : 
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But I am afraid we ſhall be far from obtaining it by . 
a Land-War only, while the French King is Maſter o 
the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, of ſuch a Naval Force,” of 
a Trade, of ſuch large Dominions, ſecur'd by ſtrong 
Frontier Gariſons, and of ſuch an Abſolute Power over 
his Subjects. | | . otter 3 þ 
I ſhall conclude with this Obſervation, That ſince we 
are in an Iſland, it ought to be our principal Care..to 
be always in a Condition to man our Fleet Well, and 
Betimes, as it ought to be that of Governments on the 
Continent to be always in a Condition to man and pro- 
vide well their Frontier Towns, becauſe the negle of the 
one may be as fatal to us, as the neglect of the other to 
them: And ſince our Situation is ſo happy as to make us 
need no ſtanding Army in time of Peace, it would ſeem 
to be our Intereſt to enlarge and advance our Trade, ſo as 
we may always have a competent Number of Seamen in rea- 
dineſs to man our Fleet whenever Occaſion requires it. 


This is what I have to ſuggeſt about retrieving our 
Naval Glory; and if it may be of any uſe to the pub- 
lick, it is wholly due to you who impos'd this Task upon 
me : only I beg your _—_ that I could not ſend it time 
enough for you to make uſe of laſt Year, but I hope it may 
do as well this. I am, Th f 


SIR, 


Januar. 4; . 3 
1706. Four humble Servant. 
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I have been longer than I intended, but hope you will 
„ excuſe me, becauſe you know when once I am engag'd in 
this Subject, 1 can't tell how to leave it. But to make the 
thing as eaſy as poſſible to your ſelf, and others to whom 
| you may impart this, I ſhall make a brief Recapitulation 
of the whole, that you may have the Subſtance of what I 

have ſaid at one view, | 


1. Take care to reform the Morals of your Officers and 
Seamen, according to the Methods above-mention'd, -leſt 
otherwiſe Heaven as well as the Common Enemy be en- 
gag'd againſt you; and tho there were nothing in this, you 
ſee there are Political Reaſons why your Officers and Sea- 

men ought to be ſober and regular in their Converſa- 
ion, 72 | | | CE 5 


2. Be ſure that the Puniſhments on board the Fleet, be 
ſuch as may convince the Seamen of the Odiouſneſs of their 
Crimes, and not ſuch as may debaſe their Spirits, or make 
them think that the Officers ſeek to gratify their own bru- 
tiſh Revenge, contemn their Fellow-Creatures and Sub- 
jects, uſurp a Legiſlative Power, or invade Magna Charta 
and the Birth-right of Engliſhmen. 4 


3. Take care their Proviſions be good and plentiful ; 
that there be no connivance at Frauds to the Prejudice of 
the Seamen ; and let them be kept ſweet and clean, care- 
1 when ſick, and in all other reſpe&s us'd 

indly. 
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4. Let them be duly paid when they come home; that 


they may have ſome comfortable enjoyment of themſelves 
with their Wives, Relations, and Friends; and that the 
Mony we pay them may circulate among our ſelves. Let 
their ſhort Allowance, and Prize-mony, be duly paid at 


the ſame time with their Wages, and their Plunder be duly 


ſhar*'d among them. | 


5. Let the Quarters of the Sick and Wounded be duly 
paid, and let their Doctors and Surgeons on board, or a- 
ſhore, be skilful and careful, and furniſh'd with good Me- 
dicines. | | U 


6. Take care that Men be advanc'd according to their 
Merit; and let not Seniority without other Qualifications, 
or Letters of Recommendation, and Mony or Intereſt, be 
the ordinary Steps to Advancement. And to this end let a 
Liſtof all thoſe who behave themſelves well on any occaſion, 
be carefully kept, and at the end of every Expedition laid 
before the Prince and Parliament. ALS. 4s 


7. Let Seamens Wages be rais'd according to the pre- 
ſent proportion of the Wages of Servants and Labourers, 
as was the old Commendable practice: for it's a diſgrace to 
the Government that private Perſons ſhould pay and reward 
better than they. . | | 


8. Let there be Mony always at the Pay-Office to ſatiſ- 
fy the Executors of thoſe who die in the Service, or thoſe 
who have lawful Powers to receive the Pay of ſuch as have 
been turn'd over into other Ships, before the Ships they be- 
long'd to were paid: and let an end for ever be put to that 


miſchievous practice of Calls and Recalls, in attending upon 


which many have ſpent the greateſt part of their Pay before 
they receiv'd it. | 


9. In a word, Let all thoſe Abuſes introduced into the 


management of our Fleet ſince the Reſtoration be enquired 
into 
4 


C29). 
into and redref9d ; and let Commiſſions be given to ſuch as 
have been bred to Navigation, and have a good Repute a- 
mong the Mariners: for ſuch Officers will be able to raiſe 
moſt of their Men by their own Reputation. 


Theſe Methods will ſave many thouſands of Pounds to 
the Nation, that's ſpent by Preſs-Gangs, Preſs-Ketches, and 
in Proviſions and Wages to keep Men on board Ships, that 
are laid up during the Winter, to prevent their running. 
away. | 

| ad theſe things been put in practice at the beginning of 
this War, there had been no complaint for want of Sea- 
men; the Decay that has ſince happen'd in our Trade and 

ManufaQories (the natural Conſequences of War) would: 
have brought more into the Service than we ſhould have 
needed ; and when the War had been over, and Trade re- 
ſtor?d, thoſe Tradeſmen would have return'd from the- 
Fleet to their former Imployments, which would have pre- 
vented our being overſtock'd with Seamen, for the reſt muſt: 
have been imploy'd by Merchantmen. 

Before I conclude, I muſt put you in mind of what you: 
and I diſconrs'd before the preſent War was proclaim'd, 
when you ask'd my Thoughts about the great Naval Expe- 
dition we had then in hand. 65] 

You may remember 1 told you, that if it was deſign'd for 
Spain, my Opinion was, that we ſhould in the firſt place 
ſeize the Iſle of Minorca, and by conſequence poſleſs our 
ſelves of the noble Port of Mahone, erect a Magazine of 
Naval Stores there, and ſend thither our Hulks to careen 
as we did in King Charles the Second's Time, when we had 

a War with the Algerines, and as we did during the laſt 
War at Calcs. | , 

By having a good Fleet, or at leaſt a ſtrong Squadron 
there all the Year, we ſhould have been Maſters of the Me- 
diterranean, and have prevented the French from ſending Re- 
cruits to Italy and Spain: and as the plain Reſult of this, the 
Duke of Savoy had not been reduc'd to ſuch Straits, nor 
the Confederacy oblig'd to ſo much Expence and Danger in 
ſending him Relief; nor had Barcelona, and all the Advan- 


tages 
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tages which King Charles gain'd in Spain, been in ſo much 


danger of being loſt by the opportunity which the French 


* 
4 


had to attack Barcelona by Sea and Land, in retakiog of 


which they were viſibly diſappointed by the immediate 


Hand of Heaven.' Nor ſhould the French, after ſuch a Blow as 


they receiv'd there, have been ina condition to march their 


Troops round to regain Caſtile, diſpoſſeſs our Allies of 


Madrid, retake Carthagena on the Spaniſh Coaſt, and Alcan- 


tara on the Frontiers of Portugal, to the evident hazard of 


driving King Charles again out of all thoſe Spaniſh Domi- 


nions, the reducing of which has coſt England fo much Blood 
and Mony. 


Nor ſhould we have been under any neceſſity of courting 


the expenſive, and hitherto almoſt uſeleſs Alliance of the 


Portugueſe; but having ſuch a good Harbour and Place of 
Arms as Port Mabone, we ſhould quickly have been Maſters 
of Majorca, Sardinia, and Sicily, have reduc'd Naples to the 
Obedience of King Charles, and oblig'd the Italian Poten- 
tates, the Pope not excepted, either to come into the Al- 


liance, or to pay Contributions: which would have pre- 


vented his viſible partiality in favour of the Houſe of 
Bourbon, that has kept the War ſo long on foot, and has 
ſo much endanger'd the Liberty of Europe, and the Prote- 
ſtant Religion, and given the French King ſo fair a Chance 
to deſtroy our own Liberty and Religion, by impoſing, with 
the aſſiſtance of our Male-contents at home, the St. Ger- 


mains Preteuder upon us, and make him real as well as ti- 


tular King of Great Britain and Ireland. 

| ſhall only add, That had we, according to the Maxims 
of all wiſe Invaders, firſt ſecur'd our ſelves of a Port and 
Place of Arms upon the skirts of their Dominions, as we 
might eaſily have done by ſeizing Port Mahone, we ſhould 


have prevented the fatal miſmanagement of the War in 


Italy and Spain, where ſometimes the French, and ſometimes 
the-Allies have had the Advantage of one another by a ſud- 
den Run, as happens in a Game at Football; and had we 
kgpt that Port after the War was over, which could not 
well have been deny'd vs, we might have made it a Maga- 
Zine and Station for Ships to command the Mediterranean, 
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and protect our Straits Trade, and ſhould thereby have 
deen in Condition, by a Naval Power (without incurring 
- any danger from Standing Armies) to hold the Ballance of 


Europe in our Hands; which as it is our natural Province, is 
England's greateſt Security and Glory, 


From all this, Sir, I hope, that you and the reſt of our 
good Patriots will take care to propoſe due Methods for: 
retrieving our Naval Glory, and to ſee that the War be ſo 
carried on as it may be brought to a ſpeedy and honoura-- 
ble Concluſion 3 which, in my humble Opinion, can never 
be done, except by our Naval Force we deprive the French- 
King of the continual Supplies of Mony he has from the 
Weſt-Indies, or carry the War into his own Country. And: 
I think, Sir, it's but reaſonable, that having done ſo much 
already for the Houſe of Auſtria and our other Allies the: 
Dutch, We ſhould now begin to think of doing fomettiing: 
for our Selves, that others may not run away. with the: 


prateſt Part of the Profit, while we have born the greateſt 
coportion of the Charge of the War. | 


Adieu. 
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